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Course Title:  
Pearson Edexcel Psychology: Improving practice 
Course Code:  

9PS0-2002 
 

Aims and Objectives 

• Consider teaching strategies for more challenging areas of the 
specification  content such as the key question and issues and 
debates 

• Discuss how skills for mathematics and experimental design 
can be assessed and how they can be taught. 

• Look at how question papers and mark schemes are 
constructed, to help student interpret questions more 
accurately 

• Address common issues and FAQs  

 

This event can count as 2 hours of CPD. 
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Agenda  

Time Item 

16:00 Welcome & Introductions 

16.04     Section one: Teaching strategies for more 
challenging areas of the specification 

16:40 Section two: Mathematical skills and Methods 

17.00 Break 

17.10 Section three: the construction of question papers 
and mark schemes 

17.50 Section four: Address common issues and frequently 
asked questions 

18.00 Finish 
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Teaching challenging areas of the specification. 

Key questions. An example of an answer 
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Source: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/secure/silver/all-uk-and-international/a-
level/psychology/2015/exam-materials/9PS0_01_pef_20190815.pdf 
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Key Question: Mark scheme 
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Source: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/secure/silver/all-uk-and-international/a-
level/psychology/2015/exam-materials/9PS0_01_rms_20190822.pdf  
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The construction of question papers and mark schemes 
Examples of types of questions. 

Stimulus response question. 
 
Jodi attended a number of birthday parties when she was younger. At all 
of the parties there was a clown who burst a balloon which scared Jodi. 
Jodi is now fearful of clowns. 
Using your knowledge of classical conditioning, explain how Jodi 
developed a fear of clowns. (4) 
 
Short answer question. 
 

1. Describe the process of synaptic transmission.  (3) 

 
2. Sherif et al. (1954/1961) conducted the robbers Cave Experiment. 

Explain one strength of Sherif et al. (1954/1961).  (2) 
 

Extended open resonse question. 
 
When communting to college Sam notices that whichever form of public 
transport he sues strangers rarely comkunicate with each other. He 
notices that people tend to sit alone where possible and avoid eye cotact 
with other commuter whilst listening to music or reading a newspaper. 
One morning there is an incident on the bus when he is going to college. 
Following the event, Sam notices everyone is communicating and making 
eye contact. Later, when Sam discussed this change in behaviour with his 
fiend, she agued that communciation is a learned behaviour and that 
people ar not born to communicate. 
 
Evaluate the extent to which human behaviour such as ommunication can 
be explained by learning theories. 
 
You must make reference to the context in your answer.  (12) 
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Is anything wrong with these questions? 

1) Outline the procedure of Rosenhan (1973) On being sane in insane 
places. (4) 

 

 

2) Describe and evaluate social identity theory (12) 

 

 

3) Assess the use of brain scanning techniques within biological 
psychology (6) 

 

 

4) Compare classical conditioning and operant conditioning (1). 

 

 

5) Explain individual differences in memory (8)  
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Marking exercise: Example 1 
 
 

 

 

 

Mark given = 
Source: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A-Level/Psychology/2015/Exam-
materials/9PS0_02_rms_20180815.pdf 
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Marking exercise: Example 1 

 

 

 

Mark given = 
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Blank page for notes 


